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Development 
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www.gesellinstitute.org 



Brief History of Arnold Gesell 

and Gesell Institute  

ÅArnold Gesell, PhD, MD, 1880 - 1961 

Å1911 founded Yale Child Study Center 

Å1950 Gesell Institute was established  

Å First to systematically document and study child 

development and discover stages of development 

Å Father of Child Developmentò or Father  

of School Psychologyò 

 



Gesell Institute Today  

ÅNational LEADership Conference, Oct 2010 

Å GDO-R is published, Aug 2011 

ÅEarly Childhood LEADership E-Kit, Dec 2011 

Å National ECE Training with US Department of 

Education, Fall 2011 

 



 If we use effective tools, 

the child reveals himself to 

all who will stop and listen 

to what he says, and who, 

with seeing eyes, will 

watch what he does.  
      

     -- Dr. Arnold Gesell 



Gesell Developmental 

Observation  

Published ð1925, 1940, 1964, 1979, 2011 

 



Why the Gesell Institute?  

ÅGI has been studying children for over 60 years 

Å Arnold Gesellôs work is more relevant now than ever 

ÅMost current developmental data available on 

children age 3-6 



How Young Children Learn  

ÅEarly Childhood is defined as birth to age 8 years 

ÅYoung children learn in different ways than do older 

children 

Å Learn through shared physical interaction with the 

environmentðboth people and things 

ÅUse all of their senses 

Å Build new knowledge based on old knowledgeð

stair-stepsò analogy 



Constructing Knowledge  

ÅNew knowledge is 

connected to old 

knowledge 

 

ÅHappens during 

exploration and  

playful learning!  





Developmentally  

Appropriate Practice  

ÅSimply means that activities and instruction are 

intentionally designed to match the stage of 

development for each child  

ÅEach child develops at his/her own rate 

ÅEarlier is not better and later is not lesser 

Å Requires a developmental assessment to reveal 

each child s profile of development at a point in time 

 

 



Gesell Developmental 

Assessments  

ÅComplementary instruments, designed to be used as  

a set. 

ÅEach instrument has unique features and benefits to 

accomplish program assessment goals. 

ÅBoth derived from diverse, nation-wide data  

sample collected for the GDO Study. 

Gesell Developmental 

Observation-Revised 
Gesell Early Screener 



 

ÅSample n=1,287 children age 3-6 

ï Approximated US Census distribution 

ïCulturally, geographically and socio-economically  

diverse sample 

ÅSample n=53 schools in 23 US states 

ï Public (55%) and private (45%) 

ÅExaminers trained on standardized administration  

and data collection procedures for all tasks 

ïMean of 7 years GDO experience 

Å101 Examiners 

ï 88% had BS or MA  

 

 

 

 

GDO Technical Study  



ÅChild data on 19 GDO ©2007 tasks 

ÅChild data on 70 new pilot items 

Å Parent data on Social/Emotional/Adaptive skills and 

Home/Health/History 

Å Teacher data on Social/Emotional/Adaptive skills and 

classroom behavior 

ÅPsychometric support and statistical analysis  

provided by Mid-Continent Research for  

Education and Learning (McREL) 

 

 

Data Collection  



Results Reported in Harvard 

Education Letter -Online  

Top 10 stories of 2010 

Volume 26, Number 5 

September/October 2010 

Kids Havenôt Changed; 

Kindergarten Has 

New data support a return to 

ñbalanceò in kindergarten 

By LAURA PAPPANO 

New Haven teacher Elise Goodhue tries to fit play 

into the rigors of Kindergarten. 



Form Copied Solid Expectation 

3 years 

4 years 

4 ½ years 

5 ½ years 

 

Children Are Not Developing 

Faster or Sooner  

ÅResults highly consistent with Gesell s original work 

ÅChildren still accomplish important developmental 

milestones at same time; e.g., copying forms: 

 

 

 



Gesell Developmental 

Observation -Revised  

ÅA performance-based, criterion referenced 

assessment system 

ÅResults provide a Developmental Age 

Å Results provide a Performance Level Rating for 

each strand (Age Appropriate, Emerging, or 

Concern) 

ÅSocial/Emotional/Adaptive behavior evaluated 

with Teacher and Parent/Guardian Questionnaires 

Å Published in 2011 



 

Features of GDO -R  

 
ÅEasy to administer in about 30-45 minutes 

ÅGuarantees opportunities for success for all 

children by scaffolding tasks and developmental 

responses 

ÅEasy to understand Summary Profile Form to 

share with parents/guardians 

ÅCurrent psychometric data compiled in a 

Technical Report 

ÅProvides a Developmental Age and overall 

Performance Level Ratings of Age Appropriate, 

Emerging, or Concern 

ÅSpecialized training required for evaluators 

 



Benefits of GDO -R 
 

ÅProvides an accurate profile of each childôs individual 

developmental level in five domains/strands  

(22 measures) 

ïDevelopmental, Letters/Numbers, 

Language/Comprehension, Visual/Spatial 

Discrimination, Social/Emotional/Adaptive 

Å Flags children who may need additional diagnostic 

evaluation 

ÅOffers ability to monitor a child s growth over time 

through regular interval assessment 

Å Helps inform individual instruction for each child 

ÅMeets the federal mandates for initial  

assessment of each child 



Components  

Examiner s Manual 

Examinerôs Script  
(including stimulus cards) 

GDO-R Manipulative Kit 

Teacher/Parent Questionnaires  

Child Recording Form  



GDO -R Tasks and Measures  



GDO -R Tasks and Measures  



Examiner õs Manual 

ÅOverview and Historical Background 

ÅGesell Ages and Stages 

ÅComplete instructions for  

administering, recording,  

scoring (including Decision Trees) 

Å Flow Chart for interpretation of  

all tasks 

ÅStrand Scoring Worksheet 

Å GDO Study data 



Examiner õs Script 

ÅStandardized instructions for 

GDO-R administration  

ÅSpiral bound  

Å Sequenced stimuli cards for 

efficient standardized 

administration 

ÅUpdated Sept 2011 



Manipulatives Kit  

Å10 one-inch red cubes, one larger red cube and  

red cylinder 

Å Form Board with three puzzle pieces  

ÅSmall jar with pellets 

Å Color Forms shapes 

ÅBeanbag 

Å Right and Left task cards 

ÅVisual III cards 

Å Copy Forms, Alphabet/Number, Color Forms  

and Visual I cards contained in Script 

ÅHandy carrying bag for storage and transportation 



Child Recording Form  

ÅContains all child and examiner 

recording forms inside 

ÅPerforated pages for the childôs  

work 

ÅPerforated Summary Profile Form 

ÅUpdated Sept 2011 



Teacher Questionnaire (TQ)  

Observes a childôs: 

Å  social, emotional and adaptive 

   development  

Å  classroom activities 

Å  self-expression 

 





Parent/Guardian 

Questionnaire (PQ)  

Information reported about a childôs: 

Å  Family background and  

   demographics 

Å  Medical and educational history 

Å  Home environment 

Å  Adaptive and academic skills/ 

   self expression 

Å  Social and emotional development 




