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Brief History of Arnold Gesell
and Gesell Institute

A Arnold Gesell, PhD, MD, 1880 - 1961
A 1911 founded Yale Child Study Center
A 1950 Gesell Institute was established

A First to systematically document and study child
development and discover stages of development

A Father of Chil dFahervel opme
of School Psychol ogyo
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Gesell Institute Today

A National LEADership Conference, Oct 2010
A GDO-R is published, Aug 2011
A Early Childhood LEADership E-Kit, Dec 2011

A National ECE Training with US Department of
Education, Fall 2011
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If we use effective tools,
the child reveals himself to
all who will stop and listen
to what he says, and who,
with seeing eyes, will
watch what he does.

-- Dr. Arnold Gesell
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Gesell Developmental
Observation

Published 6 1925, 1940, 1964, 1979, 2011

‘ GESELL DEVELOPMENTAL OBSERVATION-REVISED.
CHILD

Recording Form
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Why the Gesell Institute?

A Gl has been studying children for over 60 years
A AmoldGesellbs work is more rel

A Most current developmental data available on
children age 3-6
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How Young Children Learn

A Early Childhood is defined as birth to age 8 years

A Young children learn in different ways than do older
children

A Learn through shared physical interaction with the
environmentd both people and things

A Use all of their senses

A Build new knowledge based on old knowledged
starrst epso anal ogy
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Constructing Knowledge

A New knowledge is
connected to old
knowledge

A Happens during
exploration and
playful learning!
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M PRACTICING

['M DEVELOPING

MOBILITY OF CCOPERATION.
“WHAT IS THIS TEACHER = ‘,‘ s
DOING? THE CHILDREN ARE r 39 LT

JUST PLAYING!!

'™ DEVELOPING
HNUMBER CONCEPTS.

M DEVELOPING
A GDOD SELF-
CONCEPT

\LANGUAGE.
@

M DEVELDRING
A SENSE OF
STORY AND
ENHANCING MY
STORY
COMPREHENSICH

M MAKING
GENERALIZATIONS ABOUT
THE PROPERTIES OF

1M DEVELOPING
MORE ELABORATE

N 3 ey — —

[l

1M DEVELOPING
CLASSIFICATION

™™ DEVELOPING
HAND-EYE COORDINATION

| VALUE PLAY AS AN WAPORTANT MEDIUM
FOR LEARNING, | HAVE DEVELOPED A
BROAD RANGE OF DEVELOPMENTAL
GOALS WITH THE FOCUS ON PLAY, THIS
PROGARAM PROVIDES CHILDREN WITH
PLAY EXPERIEMCES THAT EMABLE THEM
TO DEVELOR AND ACCUMULATE THEIR
OWN KNOWLEDGE!

M TESTING MY
BALANCE SYSTEM

W LEARNING
HOW TO TAXE

I'M DEVELOPING
GROSS MOTOR SKILLS.

I LEARNING
70 “DECENTER" MY
VIEWPOINT
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Developmentally
Appropriate Practice

A Simply means that activities and instruction are
intentionally designed to match the stage of
development for each child

A Each child develops at his/her own rate
A Earlier is not better and later is not lesser

A Requires a developmental assessment to reveal
each child s profile of development at a point in time
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Gesell Developmental
Assessments

Gesell Developmental
Observation-Revised

4 4

A Complementary instruments, designed to be used as
a set.

Gesell Early Screener

A Each instrument has unique features and benefits to
accomplish program assessment goals.

A Both derived from diverse, nation-wide data
sample collected for the GDO Study.
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GDO Technical Study

A Sample n=1,287 children age 3-6

I Approximated US Census distribution

I Culturally, geographically and socio-economically
diverse sample

A Sample n=53 schools in 23 US states
I Public (55%) and private (45%)

A Examiners trained on standardized administration
and data collection procedures for all tasks
I Mean of 7 years GDO experience

A 101 Examiners
T 88% had BS or MA
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Data Collection

A Child data on 19 GDO ©2007 tasks
A Child data on 70 new pilot items

A Parent data on Social/Emotional/Adaptive skills and
Home/Health/History

A Teacher data on Social/Emotional/Adaptive skills and
classroom behavior

A Psychometric support and statistical analysis
provided by Mid-Continent Research for
Education and Learning (McREL)
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Results Reported in Harvard
Education Letter -Online

Volume 26, Number 5
September/October 2010

Kids Havend Changed,;
Kindergarten Has

New data support a return to
fbalanceoin kindergarten

By LAURA PAPPANO

New Haven teacher Elise Goodhue tries to fit play
into the rigors of Kindergarten.
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Children Are Not Developing
Faster or Sooner

A Results highly consistent with Gesell s original work

A Children still accomplish important developmental
milestones at same time; e.g., copying forms:

Form Copied Solid Expectation
‘ 3 years

4 years

S Y2 years

. 41, years
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Gesell Developmental
Observation -Revised

A A performance-based, criterion referenced
assessment system

A Results provide a Developmental Age

A Results provide a Performance Level Rating for
each strand (Age Appropriate, Emerging, or
Concern)

A Social/Emotional/Adaptive behavior evaluated
with Teacher and Parent/Guardian Questionnaires

A Published in 2011
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Features of GDO -R

A Easy to administer in about 30-45 minutes

A Guarantees opportunities for success for all
children by scaffolding tasks and developmental
responses

A Easy to understand Summary Profile Form to
share with parents/guardians

A Current psychometric data compiled in a
Technical Report

A Provides a Developmental Age and overall
Performance Level Ratings of Age Appropriate,
Emerging, or Concern

A Specialized training required for evaluators L INSTI,



Benefits of GDO -R

A Provides an accurate profile of each childd s i nd i
developmental level in five domains/strands
(22 measures)

I Developmental, Letters/Numbers,
Language/Comprehension, Visual/Spatial
Discrimination, Social/Emotional/Adaptive

A Flags children who may need additional diagnostic
evaluation

A Offers ability to monitor a child s growth over time
through regular interval assessment

A Helps inform individual instruction for each child

6%3(._\,\. INST/7,, e
A Meets the federal mandates for initial
assessment of each child




Components

Rl
CHILD
Recording Form

\ % Gesell Developmental
: ‘ W Observation- Revl‘Sed
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Child Recording Form
Teacher/Parent Questionnaires

Gesell Developmental
Observation-Revised

Examiner’s
Script
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Examinerd s S c r i pGDO-R Manipulative Kit
(including stimulus cards)




GDO -R Tasks and Measures

Cubes

Interview

Name and Numbers/
Copy Forms

Incomplete Man

Right and Left
(for children ages 6-9)

Visual |

Visual 111
(for children ages 6-9)

Naming Animals

Interests

This set of tasks provides information about horizontal and visual perception, fine motor
coordination, attention span, pre-mathematical skills, short-term and visual memory, and
spatial judgment.

Answers to the series of questions in this section reveal a child’s speech and language skills,
as well as the ability to recall everyday experiences. Responses provide a glimpse of the child’s
cognitive organizational skills, ability to stay on task, and ability to follow directions.

This set of tasks examines a child’s competence in integrating visual information with motor
abilities, visual tracking skills, and discrimination abilities. The size, shape, and organization of
the products indicate maturity in fine motor ability, organizational skills, awareness of detalil,
visual perceptions, ability to execute angles, and overall eye-hand coordination. Skills in the
various tasks are associated with handwriting, reading comprehension, and ability to recognize
and recall letters and numbers.

This task requires a child to add missing symmetrical body parts to a given drawing. It
measures fine motor skill, perceptual awareness, balance, symmetry, and spontaneous task
completion.

This task involves the overall understanding of right and left, using a series of commands
that requires a child to identify body parts, right/left orientation, and mirror images. It is a
developmental task used to check children’s spatial orientation, auditory processing, and
attention and response patterns.

This visual discrimination task measures understanding of left to right directionality, visual
discrimination in matching forms, the ability to sustain, to find one’s place repeatedly, and
to carry out directions. This area relates to pre-reading and reading readiness activities.

This task requires a child to recall a series of abstract designs and then reproduce them on
paper. It measures a child’s short-term visual memory and may help to provide indicators of
academic performance in the areas of spelling, reading, comprehension, and handwriting.

Responses provide information about a child’s level of expressive and receptive language,
retrieval skills, and cognitive organization processes. Recall, ability to conceptualize, attention to
task, and classification skills are also observed in this 60-second timed task.
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Responses provide information about a child’s level of expressive and receptive language,
retrieval skills, and cognitive organization processes. Recall, ability to conceptualize and
attention to task are also observed.



GDO -R Tasks and Measures

Prepositions
Digit Repetition
Comprehension

Questions

Color Forms
(for children ages 2°-<4)

Three-Hole

Form Board
(for children ages 2°-<4)

Action Agents

Identifying Letters
and Numbers

Numeracy

Motor (fine)

Motor (gross)

Overt Behavior

Social Behavior,
Emotional
Development and
Adaptive Skills

This task assesses the child’s understanding of specific prepositional phrases and his or her
ability to apply them to a corresponding action.

This task requires the child to repeat a series of digits with increasing length. It measures
auditory and short-term memory, as well as listening ability.

A child’'s performance in this area measures cognitive processes related to problem-solving,
personal experience, and knowledge and understanding of specific words and phrases.

This task measures visual discrimination by asking a child to place cut-out shapes on a
corresponding board.

This item uses puzzle-like materials to measure a child's visual discrimination, depth perception,
and spatial perceptual accuracy in a variety of orientations.

This task requires the child to produce a word (noun) that could produce the action suggested.
Language comprehension skills are measured on this item. It requires a relatively long period of
sustained attention and the ability to focus, sustain, and stay on-task.

This task requires children to identify random capital letters and numerals 1-12 by name. This
task is dependent upon prior knowledge.

This task consists of four measures: Counting, One-to-One Correspondence, Conservation,
and Calculations. After demonstrating whether or not the child can count, the child is asked to
both count 4 sets, using one-to-one correspondence (with increasing quantities), and then to
tell how many there are in the set altogether. Calculations are simple items that can either be
done by rote memory or by using manipulatives to help figure out the answer.

This fine motor task determines hand-eye coordination skills as the child drops one pellet at a
time into a small jar using first the dominant hand and then again using the non-dominant hand.

These activities offer additional information concerning large motor skills, hand-eye coordination,
and visual perception as the child walks on tiptoe, jumps, hops, balances on one foot, skips,
throws, and catches.

Observed behavioral characteristics related to attention span, approach to task, posture, and
verbal responses provide information on child’s developmental level.
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These measures of social and emotional growth assess a child’s interactions with peers and
adults, ability to self regulate, and self-help skills.



Examiner 0 s Manual

A Overview and Historical Background

A Gesell Ages and Stages

. . o S5

A Complete instructions for Ay |
administering, recording, SO St
xaminer’s

scoring (including Decision Trees) - Manual
.

A Flow Chart for interpretation of
all tasks

A Strand Scoring Worksheet

A GDO Study data
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Examiner 0s Script

A Standardized instructions for
GDO-R administration

A Spiral bound

A Sequenced stimuli cards for
efficient standardized
administration

A Updated Sept 2011
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Manipulatives Kit

A 10 one-inch red cubes, one larger red cube and
red cylinder

A Form Board with three puzzle pieces
A Small jar with pellets
A Color Forms shapes

A Beanbag

A Right and Left task cards
A Visual Ill cards

A Copy Forms, Alphabet/Number, Color Forms (SIS,
and Visual | cards contained in Script

A Handy carrying bag for storage and transportation



Child Recording Form

A Contains all child and examiner
recording forms inside

A Perforated pages for the childd s
work

A Perforated Summary Profile Form

A Updated Sept 2011
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Teacher Questionnaire (TQ)

Observes a childo s :

A social, emotional and adaptive
development

A classroom activities

A self-expression

Q)?'SE‘—L INST/ Ty 72{‘




Part 1: Social/Emotional Development Read each item below carefully. Circle the number that indicates the frequency of occurrence
within the last two weeks for this child. Please answer every item. If you are uncertain about any item, give your best estimate or mark it N/A.
Different colored ink could be used for subsequent reviews throughout the year.

Nevr  swnie "omn theTme  Aways Noai  Sunte ORTY et At
1. Works/plays well alone 1 2 3 4 5 15. Has poor self-control 1 2 3 4 5
2. Accepts when things 16. Appears sad 1 2 3 4 5
geliegoliE orkEaY 1 g 3 17. Counts to 20 when asked 1 2 3 4 5
3. Difficulty sustaining attention 1 2 3 4 5 18] Follows rulesilimits 1 2 3 4 5

Part 2: Classroom Activities Please circle a number to indicate how often within the last two weeks the child selected the following
activities in the classroom.

St s, Mogariey Mool Amest o Maw  awnia | Omn | GaTie A Apabi
29. Blocks 1 2 3 4 5 N/A 34. Water play 1 2 3 4 5 N/A
30. Literacy 1 2 3 4 5 N/A 35. Sand play 1 2 3 4 5 N/A
31. Dramatic Play 1 2 3 4 5 N/A 36. S)'fher . 1 2 3 4 5 N/A:

Part 3: Self-Expression Please circle a number to indicate how well the child expresses him or herself through the following means.

Not Well Fairly Well Very Extremely Not Well Fairly Well Very Extremely
atall Well Well Well atall Well Well Well
39. Language 1 2 3 4 5 41. Movement 1 2 3 4 5
40. Art 1 2 8 4 5 42. Other 1 2 3 4 5
(Please specify: )
43. Is the GDO-R being administered to this child due to concern(s)? 1 Yes A No 1 Don't Know
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Parent/Guardian
Questionnaire (PQ)

Information reported about a childo s :

A Family background and
demographics

A Medical and educational history
A Home environment

A Adaptive and academic skills/
self expression

A Social and emotional development




Part 1: Family Background and Demographics

1. Your Name:

2. Child’s Date of Birth:

3. What is your relationship to this child?

Part 2: Medical and Educational History

10. Was the child’s birth premature? O Yes d No 1 Don't know
11. If yes, how many weeks early?
12. Has the child ever had any health problems or complications?

d No [d During pregnancy (1 At birth

[ First 2 years [ First 3 years [ Presently



